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family of Bombay, a family of Parsi merchants, who founded the
Tata Iron and Steel Company on a site where a hill of almost pure
iron was discovered conveniently near the great Bihar coal-fields.
At the beginning of the last war, the Company had not long gone
into production. To-day its steelworks are the largest in the
British Empire, and produced in 1939-40 over a million tons of
steel ingots, and three-quarters of a million tons of steel, besides
over a million tons of pig kon. Round the works has grown up
a well-planned town, Jamshedpur, of over 150,000 inhabitants,
where the health and housing of the workers are well cared for
by the management. British, American, and German technicians
have all been employed in developing the processes in use, but it
is interesting to recall that the secret of producing rusdess iron
was known to Indian kon workers in the days of the Gupta
dmpke, as witnessed by the famous forged Iron Pillar in Delhi,
dating from about A.D. 400, which still stands exposed to all
weathers without harm.

As a result of the Reforms of 1919 India secured what is called
'Fiscal Autonomy', the right to protect her industries against
foreign competition; and this has been used not only to give pro-
tection to her young and growing industries, such as kon and
sted products, paper, and matches, but also to the old-established
cotton and sugar industries. The kon and steel industry was the
first to benefit by this policy, and its whole development has been
gready aided by a high import duty, together with Government
subsidies.

Still more recently the same policy applied to the sugar industry
has resulted in India becoming the world's largest producer of
cane-sugar. For over twenty years now industrial development
has been thus fostered by die Central Legislature and the
Government of India* and in the period between die ocitbrafc
of the two world wars the number of factories coming imder
tfae Indian Factories Acts rose from under 3000 to over 10*000,
More than two-dbkds of the i| million workers in dbesc Ik&odes
were in the jute and cotton Trnlts and in the 'engineering*